
Napa Valley Writers Meeting July 10, 2013 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. in Hatt Hall of The Napa River Inn by 

President, Lenore Hirsch.  New members were acknowledged and visitors were introduced. 
 
The new book exchange, was implemented for the first time as a fund raiser.  Used books 

donated by members will be available for sale during meeting breaks at $1.00 each.   

 

Workshops: Lenore reported on the success of Ana Manwaring’s workshop two weeks ago 
and announced preparations have begun for Amanda McTigue’s workshop scheduled for 
Saturday, September, 14th.  A flyer will go out soon with details and a sign-up sheet.  Lenore 
requested volunteers to help take reservations, open and close the room at #5 Financial Plaza, 
and provide refreshments.  The set up person will get in free. 

 

Salons:  The club’s first Salon, hosted by Romeo Dolera on Sunday June 23rd,  was 
reportedly a success with approximately 20 people in attendance.  A follow up salon is 
anticipated sometime in the fall at the home of Bernhold Rankenburg. Volunteers who are 
willing to help with coordinating the event should contact Lenore.  

 

Volunteers: were also requested for help with the website and to assist with publicity.  

 

CWC Picnic: Lenore passed out a flyer on the CWC Picnic scheduled for Saturday, July 
20th. She requested that anyone with expertise in cake decorating  volunteer to help Napa Valley 
Writers with their entry in  the Lit Cake competition. 

 

Napa Valley Writers Conference: A flyer was distributed that listed the public lectures and 
readings available during the conference held at the Napa Valley College Upper Valley Campus. 
Daytime lectures are $25 and evening readings are $10.  Dates of the conference are from July 
28th to August 2nd. 

 

Submisssions: Members are encouraged to submit short stories, poetry, essays, and memoir 
to the annual The California Writers Club Literary Review.  The admission period is from July 
1st through August 30th.  For more information go to The California Writers Club website. 

 

Membership Renewal: Lenore announced that along with renewing one’s membership this 
month, individuals who may have published in the last year are encouraged to request a review 
of their work to see if they qualify for a change in membership status. Lenore explained that it is 
important to maintain a certain ratio of associate to active  as part of the requirements of CWC 
and, therefore, she encouraged members  to seek publication opportunities.  There were some 
questions from the audience and guidelines were explained about the ongoing publishing activity 
and professional quality of work that members produce. 

 
A drawing for early Renewal was held and George Gerstenfeld won a bottle of wine.  A 

gift certificate to Maya, a Sonoma County restaurant, went to Bob Winters. 

 



Speakers:  Karen Stern announced that speakers have been booked through December 2013.  
Next month’s speaker is Lynn Goodwin, owner and Managing Editor of  Writer Advice, an 
online website that sponsors contests and conducts author interviews. Already looking ahead to 
2014, Karen hopes to arrange for a panel of editors of Napa Valley publications to speak to the 
club in January. Topics will cover what editors look for from free- lance and non-fiction writers 
who wish to pursue publishing opportunities in the community.  

 

Announcements:  Patsy Ann Taylor announced that the open mic event is scheduled for 
Sunday, August 4th at the Jessel Art Gallery. A flyer was distributed on the free event which will 
run from 4-6 p.m. 

 
Lenore announced  that Lit Tease, a sneak  preview of Litquake’s, Lit Crawl, will be held 

Friday, July 19th at 8 p.m.  For this, and other events connected with  October’s Lit. Quake in 
San Francisco, go to www.litquake.org. 

 
Deborah Grove announced that she is seeking members interested in forming a new critique 

group(s).   

 

Member Reader: Marilyn Campbell read her short story,“Lotta’s Gift.” 

 

Guest Speaker:  Sari Friedman, author, teacher, and editor of literary journals spoke on 
“How to develop your unique and distinctive voice” and “How to avoid cliché and other 
pitfalls.”  Senior Editor of Fearless Books,” she currently edits the Fearless Poetry Series. Sari 
passed out flyers describing several workshops she has planned for September.  For more 
information go to www.Sari-Friedman.com or email her at Litchick13@gmail.com. 

 
The next board meeting will be on Saturday, August 10th at 11 a.m. at Lenore Hirsch’s home. 
 
The next general meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 14th, 6:30 p.m. at The Napa 

Valley Unified School District Building, 2425 Jefferson Street, Room 205. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Marilyn Campbell, Secretary 
 
 
 


